
4th Sunday after Epiphany – Jan 31, 2021 

Treaty 4 Territory 
We are privileged to gather today in Treaty 4 Territory and the traditional 
homeland of the Metis. 
Welcome Statement 
You are welcome here, you, whose face does not resemble mine, whose spirit I may 
not define, 
you, whose eyes have seen, what I will never dream.  You, whose frame is bent or 
broken, 
whose mind fears the unspoken.  You are welcome here. 
Regardless of your race, your age, your gender identity or expression, your marital 
status, physical and mental ability, your sexual orientation, country of origin, 
economic and religious status, you will be honoured here. 
For Christ has made us whole and Christ has set us free.  His daily grace enables us 
to live in harmony. 
 

Opening Hymn – 665 Rise, Shine, You People 

 Greeting - The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all.  Amen. 

 

Prayer of The Day - Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe 
into your radiant presence and continually reveal your Son as our Savior. 
Bring wholeness to all that is broken and speak truth to us in our confusion, 
that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 

 First Reading:  Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

15The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among 
your own people; you shall heed such a prophet. 16This is what you 
requested of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly 
when you said: “If I hear the voice of the LORD my God any more, or ever 
again see this great fire, I will die.” 17Then the LORD replied to me: “They 
are right in what they have said. 18I will raise up for them a prophet like you 
from among their own people; I will put my words in the mouth of the 
prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I command. 19Anyone 
who does not heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I 
myself will hold accountable. 20But any prophet who speaks in the name of 
other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a word that I have not 
commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.” 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 



Psalm 111 

1Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, 
in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation. 
2Great are your works, O LORD, 
pondered by all who delight in them. 
3Majesty and splendor mark your deeds, 
and your righteousness endures forever. 
4You cause your wonders to be remembered; 
you are gracious and full of compassion. 
5You give food to those who fear you, 
remembering forever your covenant. 
6You have shown your people the power of your works 
in giving them the lands of the nations. 
7The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice; 
all of your precepts are sure. 
8They stand fast forever and ever, 
because they are done in truth and equity. 
9You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant 
forever; 
holy and awesome is your name. 
10The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 
all who practice this have a good understanding. God’s praise endures 
forever. 

Gospel: Mark 1:21-28   The holy gospel acc. to ...  Glory to you, O Lord. 

21Jesus and his disciples went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, 
he entered the synagogue and taught. 22They were astounded at his 
teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as the 
scribes. 23Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean 
spirit, 24and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? 
Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of 
God.” 25But Jesus rebuked the spirit, saying, “Be silent, and come out of 
him!” 26And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, 
came out of the man. 27They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one 
another, ‘What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even 
the unclean spirits, and they obey him.’ 28At once his fame began to spread 
throughout the surrounding region of Galilee.  The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 



Sermon 

Hymn Of The Day - 518 We Eat the Bread of Teaching  

CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 

 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayer of Intercession 

 
Let us offer to God both our praises and our petitions for all in need, 
responding to each prayer with the words “Hear us and help us.” 

A brief silence. 

Faithful God, we praise you for sustaining the church during this difficult 
time. We pray that you give to all preachers and teachers the power of your 
prophetic Spirit, that their words will proclaim the comfort and challenge of 
Christ. Lead to yourself all those who have become captive to false 
prophets and empty promises; free them and embrace them in your mercy. 

A brief silence. 

O faithful God, we pray:  Hear us and help us. 

Bountiful God, we praise you for continuously creating the earth and 
nourishing its creatures. We pray that you restore lands and waters that 



have been harmed by human misuse. Raise up advocates for an ecological 
way of life, and guide us toward an appropriate use of government in 
preserving the earth’s natural resources. 

A brief silence. 

O bountiful God, we pray: Hear us and help us. 

Compassionate God, we praise you for each day of health and well-being, 
and we pray for all who are sick or suffering. Comfort those with mental 
illness or emotional distress, those institutionalized, or living on the streets, 
or residing in our homes. We praise you for the development of COVID-19 
vaccines, and we pray for their fair and prompt distribution. Increase in our 
land a commitment to limit contagion to others. Visit all who have 
contracted the coronavirus and all who are experiencing the long-term 
effects of COVID-19. Strengthen medical workers and home health aides. 
Receive our prayers for those we name before you:  Terri, Beth, Lynne, 
Maureen, Paul, Michael, Dennis, and Harley,   

A brief silence. 

O compassionate God, we pray: Hear us and help us. 

Reconciling God, we praise you for your Spirit of wisdom and concord. We 
pray for all who make ethical decisions, whether in homes, in churches, or 
in societies. Keep families from quarreling over which foods to eat. Instruct 
us when to preserve the past and when to institute change, when to 
maintain our own preferences and when to yield to others. 

A brief silence. 

O reconciling God, we pray: Hear us and help us. 

Gracious God, we give you praise for your continuous untold blessings, 
and we offer you now the petitions of our own hearts. 

A longer period of silence. 

O gracious God, we pray: Hear us and help us. 

Eternal God, we praise you for your servants of time past whose words and 
actions have inspired our lives. We mourn those who have died of Covid-
19. Unite us with all our beloved dead now through our memories and at 
the end of time in your presence. 



A brief silence. 

O eternal God, we pray:  Hear us and help us. 

Into your hands, merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 
in your loving care, for the sake of the one who dwells among us, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

Then conclude with these prayers: 

Let us pray. 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Holy God, 
Light of the universe, Teacher of truth, Giver of goodness, 
we hear your Word in the Scriptures, 
proclaiming to us your wisdom 
and inviting us to follow your call. 
For speaking this Word, we thank you, O God. 
We thank you, O God.   

Your Word came among us in Jesus, our brother, 
who preached your righteousness, healed the sick, 
and revived the brokenhearted. 
For giving us this Word, we worship you, O God. 
We worship you, O God. 

By your Spirit bless all who receive this Word, 
that upheld by the mystery of the body of Christ, 
we may be light for the world, 
revealing the brilliance of your Son. 
For sustaining us with your Word, we praise you, O God. 
We praise you, O God. 

Blessed are you, holy God, around us, with us, and in us, 
now and forever. Amen. 
Amen. 

  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 



your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

PEACE - The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
OFFERING (ELW p. 206) & OFFERING PRAYER (ELW p. 206) 
Let us pray. O God, 
receive these gifts as you receive us: 
like a mother receives her child, with arms open wide. 
Nourish us anew in your tender care, 
and empower us in faithful service 

to tend to others with this same love, 
through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. 
 Amen. 
  

BLESSING 

God the creator strengthen you; 
Jesus the beloved fill you; 
and the Holy Spirit the comforter + keep you in peace. 
Amen. 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

SENDING SONG – 307 Light Shone in Darkness  

 
 

DISMISSAL Go in peace. Be the light of Christ 

 










